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KMCPC Members: 

  Neil Sikora, Chair 
  Joseph Hohler III, Vice-Chair 

  Steven Cook, Secretary 

John Gisler, Commissioner Liaison 
  Joel Amos 

Sandra Bliesener 

Vince Carahaly 
Martin Janssen 

Heather Ricketts 

Jon Start 
  Grant Taylor  

 Minutes 

Kalamazoo Metropolitan County Planning Commission (KMCPC) 

Meeting of Thursday, June 2, 2016 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Sandra Bliesener, Vince Carahaly, Steve Cook, John Gisler,  

Joseph Hohler III, Martin Janssen, Heather Ricketts, Neil Sikora, 

Grant Taylor 

MEMBERS EXCUSED: Joel Amos, Jon Start  

OTHERS PRESENT: Lotta Jarnefelt, Director of County Planning Dept. 

 

I. Call to Order 

Chair Sikora called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm in Room 207A at the Kalamazoo 

County Administration Building at 201 W. Kalamazoo Ave, Kalamazoo MI 49007. 

 

II. Members Excused 

Mr. Amos and Mr. Start were excused.  

 

III. Approval of Agenda 

Motion by Ms. Ricketts, seconded by Mr. Taylor to approve the agenda. Motion carried. 

 

IV. Approval of Minutes 

The Commission reviewed the minutes of the last regular meeting held on April 7, 2016. 

Motion by Mr.Hohler, seconded by Ms. Ricketts to approve the minutes. Motion carried.  

 

V. Citizens’ time 

No citizens were present. 

 

VI. New Business 

1. KMCPC new member appointments. 

Ms. Sandra Bliesener and Mr. Grant Taylor were appointed to the KMCPC at the 

April 19th County Board of Commissioners meeting to fill two vacancies. Chair 

Sikora welcomed the new members, and short introductions were made by all 

members. 
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2. Kalamazoo County Master Plan 

The Master Plan working group consisting of Chair Sikora, Mr. Cook, Mr. Carahaly, 

Ms. Ricketts and Ms. Jarnefelt reported on the results of their review of the two 

proposals that were received in response to the RFP for the County Master Plan. One 

proposal, from Southcentral Michigan Planning Council (SMPC) was disqualified as 

it did not follow the format that was required, rather listed available services and fees. 

 

After careful review and going over the list of criteria for evaluation that was 

provided in the RFP, the working group unanimously recommended the proposal by 

Beckett & Raeder from Ann Arbor. The proposed plan is in line with the KMCPC’s 

intent to create a plan that is viewed as a complementary document to the local units’ 

master plans. Motion by Ms. Bliesener, seconded by Ms. Ricketts to recommend 

approval of the Beckett & Raeder proposal by the County Board of Commissioners 

and have the County enter into a contract with Beckett & Raeder to perform the work. 

Motion carried. 

 

3. Review of Comstock Charter Township Vision 2025 Master Plan. 

Ms. Jarnefelt gave a staff report about the Comstock Charter Township Vision 2025 

Master Plan. The Plan relies heavily on public input and focuses on four themes that 

were arrived at: Community, Recreation, Work and Mobility. Staff found the Future 

Land Use Map to be in line with the neighboring townships and city. Sprinkle Road 

along the west boundary of Comstock Twp was found to be the area that would need 

most attention to ensure that compatible land uses exist both on the Comstock Twp 

side and the Kalamazoo Twp-Kalamazoo City side of the boundary.  

Several comments and observations were made and requested to be forwarded to 

Comstock Twp Planning Commission: 

a) The Plan is very attractive, but hard to read in PDF format because one has to pan from 

one side of the page to the other as one reads it. Also printing a copy is not convenient, as 

each page in the PDF file represents two pages with a fold in the center. 

b) In the population analysis, the available Census estimates for the township population in 

2011-2015 would add interest. 

c) Regarding the Future Land Use and how it fits the neighboring units, the Sprinkle Road 

corridor sticks out as the one area that deserves special attention to make sure there is 

compatible future land use in Kalamazoo Twp, City of Kalamazoo and Comstock Twp.  

d) There was a question by a Comstock resident and KMCPC member regarding the 

accuracy of the Public Sewer map on page 25. The map appeared to indicate sewer 

availability where there is none in some areas. 

e) The Paved shoulder map also was found not to be accurate in some areas (p.76) 

f) There is a 20 acre parcel in the north part of Galesburg that is square in shape and juts  

out into Comstock twp, but it shows as a rectangular area in the plan maps. 

Motion by Ms. Ricketts, seconded by Mr. Hohler to support the staff recommendation 

that the Comstock Charter Township Vision 2025 Master Plan be considered consistent 

with the planning and zoning of the neighboring units, with the recommendations a)-f) 

above to be included in the response letter from the KMCPC to the Comstock Township 

Planning Commission. 
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VII. Old Business/discussion 

1. Parks Commission liaison. 

Chair Sikora moved from table the Parks Commission liaison item, which was 

tabled at the April meeting. Ms. Bliesener responded to Chair Sikora’s request for 

a volunteer to be the liaison. Motion by Ms. Ricketts, seconded by Mr. Hohler to 

appoint Ms. Bliesener as the KMCPC’s Parks Commission liaison. Motion 

carried. 

 

VIII. Correspondence  

1. Informational Notice from Federal Communications Commission re: 180-ft PTC 

lattice tower in Pavilion Township (reviewed by KMCPC 04-07-2016). A 

notification received of this item moving through the various steps. The item was 

reviewed at the April KMCPC meeting. 

2. Grant received from Michigan Municipal Risk Management Authority 

(MMRMA) for Mr. Carahaly’s Citizen Planner training. The grant application 

was submitted in early 2016 after Mr. Carahaly met all the grant requirements. 

The grant reimburses 75% ($206.25) of the cost of the Citizen Planner class to the 

Planning Department. 

 

IX. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted by L. Jarnefelt. 

Next scheduled KMCPC Meeting is Thursday, July 7, 2016. 


